Political Parties

Overview

In this tour of democracy, we have come actoss paolitical parties several
times. In Class 1%, we noticed the tole of political parties in the rise of
democracies, in the formation of constitutional designs, in electoral politics
and in the making and working of governments. In this 1exthook, we have
glanced at political parties a5 vehicles of federal sharing of political power
and as negotintors of soeial divisions in the arena of demormatic politics.
Before concluding this tour, Jet us take ‘@ close look at the nature and
working of political parties, especially in our country. We hegin by asking
two comman questions: Why do we need parties? How many parties are
good for a democracy? In the light of these. we intmduce the national
and regional palitical parties in today's India and then look at what ks
wrany with pofitical parties and what can be done about it.
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Politieal paruies are emily coe ot
thie ‘murist visshle: institutions m a
demoerdcy. For most ordinary
citizars, damorraey it squal
politizal parties B vou mavel 1o
recaote parts of cur counory and
S-F!i.‘d: o the lsss edorared citizens,
you could come across people=ho
ey rot know amsthing shout our
Copstinurion o abour the namrsof
pur povernment. Bur chances are

thar ther wosld know something

zhgtir one ;:nl_lur_zl oarties. Ar the
1zme time this vmh_T.m doer nos
mean ponulariey. Minse ;.‘e:rpiq el
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w beveryenueal of poliscal parnes,
TnE' 'mﬂ t bhlanee: parties for all

=yong with our demoerisy’
.L_d our _:_l-::li.mﬂ:l lite. Partiez have
barnme denrited with soctal 2nd
Pﬂlﬂ.ﬂ:i} dmsium;

Thetefore_ it # narcal o mk-oo
we need political parties arall? Abour
hundred years aso, there weye few
countries of the world thar had
any political party. Now there a2
fewe that do not have parties, Wise
did polizical parties become 30
mmﬂxmdmrﬂtﬁaﬂﬂnﬂ
the worldd Letus fest answes whin
pult._:ﬂl parties are and whas sy
da. befor=wesawin == need tham
Meaning
A political partv is 4 groin of
peoplewho cone ogethes m contest
elections and bold power in the
povernmens Tneva On toms
policies ‘and programimes for the
sxcisrwith 3 view 1o promors the
callective pood. Since there can be

different views oo whar & soad for

S50, you-anres
with me. Parties
are partial,
partisan and lead
to partitions.
Parties do
nothing but
divide people.
Thal is their real
funciion!

Eleshon Commitzn bas ofclssy banneg waf
wrmng by parbes durwng alecfion fimes Algat
polFSl palE: ame IS was e chespesst way
for thelr campsign. Thess section fimes ps=g i
crese aTRie praie on B welis Hersaresame
SEEmpee fovm Temd Adacu
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Partisan: A person
=10 & srongdy
committ=d 10 a
BTV, moup ot

farranr: ?ﬂ;ﬂmh}g
mrarked oa
mrglaary o tdle 3

side and imahility:

10 take 3 balanced
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OUR LEADERS (ONE =
AT ATIME LIKETRIST| ==

sll, parties v o persuade people
Wh'_f, thugr p:.r]xﬂn,-_: iez are better thas
others. They sesk o implemeqs
these policies by wanning populsr
suoport throtph elecnons.

Thass, parsies reflecs fundamental
polural divismors ivasoren: Partes
dre abenista part of tee-socisry and
thin, impleEpasTavE=. Tha,
2 parry i koommibe which parr is
stands for. which policies i+ supporss
and whose iarerests it upholds. A
galireal gars - nas thres components:
®  rhs leaders,
¢ the active memibers and
# the followers
Faunctions
What doss 2 puolitical pariy do?
Bairall, paliteral parries &l polive sl
offices and exercise pelineal pover.
Partes do =0 In- perIoraung SISries
of furierions:

81 Parties contest elections. In meaz
demecracies, elections dre foughe

msinly smonp the candidates puot

‘up by palisical parres, Parties selers

their candidates 1 diferent wais.
I sgme counzries, such as the 1S4
memibers and supparters of & perry
chocse ifs candidates. Now niore
and more countries e following
thic methad. In orher countries
lke India. top party leaders choase
candidares for contesting elsgrinns.

B pocries put formeard differen:
policies and programmes and the
voers chooses trom shem Farll of
s sy have differae opimons and
visws on what policiss s suitble
tor the sociery. Bur no povernment
zan handle such a large variery
af views. In a democedey. 3 Iarge
riumber of similar opinions have
1o be erouped mpether o provids
3 direction in wihirk policies can
be formulared by the goveraments:
This 5 whar the pardes do. Aparry
reduest 2 vast meulrirade of opinio:s
into 2 few basic PE 0T wineh it
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suppers. A povernmen: is experted
[ﬂﬂﬂlﬂ!ﬂmmt}i& 1l:ﬂﬂ tlkm

ﬂ PH!IES Pli}‘"-’i 'EIE'[.EETVE I'D!E
Eq making laws for 4 countre

armilly, lzvn are debated and
pmﬁﬂ in the Jegslanire. But sinee

most of the members belone o 2

party, they o by the direction of
the party Ieadership, Irrsgpective of
0 Parres form and run governmonis.
Asw=nowed lstyear, the big policy

decisions are taken by polinical

exerutive that zome: from ths
Pa]iti;ﬂ -parties. Parties reeruis
teagers, train them and then
mialee them ministers 1o run the
Il Those parties thar lose inthe
slecrioss ples = role of apposition
1o the partiss in power, by voiting

different views and criticisang

goverament for its failures of

zlso mobilite opposition o the
11 Partigs shape public opinion.
They raiie and highlight Ssus,
Partes haove lakhs of nembers and
acenvsesepread all over the counny
Mam-of the pressure groups we the

exEnsions of political parties smong:

different sections of sociely, Parriss
sametimes alio hmnﬂ\m'mrﬁm

for the sesolution of problams.

taced by people. Often opmions n
parties tale=.

)l Parties gravide peogple access
to povernment machinery and
welfare schemes imolervaned by
it 5 easy 1w approach 2 loeal parmy
ipader than-a government of

Thar swidry, they feel elase w pargies
sen when t&?’-&ﬂ irald fﬁﬂp‘ fruist
them Parcies have w be resporsive
m people’s needs and demands.
Otbermise pecple can repeet those
parties in the nexr elecuions:
Mecessiry

This lisz of funciions in 2 sense
arsweers the questmn asked above:
we reed political partes becawse
Burwe still need 1o sl mdny minders
demperaciss canner exsr withour
palimical partiez. Wecanuoderssand
the recessity of polidedl parties by
u:n.agm.rng; [ﬂlutmwﬂ]::zmt '[I‘.l‘.l"hﬁ
Every candidgs in the d:mun;
will be independent. S0 0o one
will be able ro make arn promuses
te th& ﬁ-ﬁ?.'te uham anv n:c.nipr
m:n; he hrurd hu: s .mlnzhwiﬂ
femain ever uscerrain Eie:fed
representatrves =all be eeouncable
b their comstittenry fnr whur thes
be respancible for haw the oy
wall be cun

We can also think sbour it by
loaling & the non-party basad
electioms o the panchemsrn many
Zraies: ’;l.*_rﬂugh, the P:irl;azs do nor
contest formally, it is geasrally
noticed thar thevillage seo splicinm
more thanore fxtion, each of whurk
puts up 2 ‘panel of us candidaces
Thus 1 exarthwwhar the parny does.
Thiat is dhe reason == ond polineal
parti=s in dlmest all eountries of the
workd, whether thess countries ar
big or small old or new, developed
or developing.

The rise of pﬂl'.ntzl parties
direcely linked fo-the smergence

of repres=atative demoeracies

@ﬂlﬂ

Ruling Parzy: Political
party that russ
smEramens.
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Az we have seen, large societies
ae=d representative demporacy
As societies became large and
complex, they also r=eded soma
agency (o patber different views
O VATIOUS {35083 and 10 PrEsEnT
these 1o the povernment. Thev
rieeded some was, © bring various
representativet togethir 1o that 2

rﬂg}anﬂjhle EOVETOMENL zould be
tormed. I];Eﬂfmdﬁl amechansmm
support or restrain the soverAment,
them  Political parties fulfil these
geeds rhar EVETY [Epresentative
government has: We can =y thear
parties are 3 ridcessary condition for
a demoerary

Categorise these photographs by the functions: of political parties they
illistrate. Find ohe photograph or news dipping from your own area for

=3rh &f the firichons lisked above.

I I

W38 N S ubi sbrvaran G0 1S opinalhan

o .il-l:nriunl:m_l'l'r. Tiws ot

1 Acthists of EJF Mabiiz Sorchs demorsirate sgaiiist hika i prices of ominz s5d ERG in
vissithapatnam -

2 Mivste deiributs: T Oncialh chenss o he famitss of hoooh victim= at fner houszés

3 Actiisis of CRL (M), CFY, DGR and JB | S) iake ouf 5 rafly it Shutaneswssr 0 profest aganst
POSCES ths Korean sed civmsny ior Bergy pormilied by e Sies Govammers 1o expovi ron
ore tom Orises to fesd stesl plards in Ching Grg Korea

How many parties should we have?

Int 3 derncracy” ary group of eitizens
i free 10 form 2 political parry In
thic formal sense these are 3 hrg.ﬂ_
numbesr af pg]i:_i:il prties in-eacn
country. More-than 750 parties
are régisizred with the Election
Commistinn of Iadis. Bor aor all
these parties:are serious comenoers
1 the-elestions. Usually onlv &
harsthul of parties wre effectnely in

the race ™ win slectinng and form
the eovernmen: So the question
how many majprar effective parties
are pood for 2 demoerio?

In some counzries; only ons
parey i allom=d 1o contral-and fon
the overament. These are cilled
ane-narty festemt. In Class TX.
we noted thar s Ching m:ll'. the
Communist Party is allowed 10
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parzes, it does not happen because
.g"_‘l"EE Eﬂ.ﬂ.'n,l]‘ﬂﬂ'{iﬂ-ﬂ Eﬂf P‘E“!:. T‘FE
cannotreonsider onepaTyssem
a sood option because this b oot 2
democranic option. Any demaeratc
ﬂ,ﬁmmr Blﬁ'_?“ -Hkﬂl T Pﬂf‘ﬂﬂi
ro conxpete mnelectinns and provide 2
Lair chante for the competing parties
10 come {0 norReEr.

In son countriss, potwer wually
:hmge- herween o main parties,
S‘Eﬁ‘!f'ﬂl ['H,'.h‘E" _PHIiE',‘S’. ﬂH:;, BELSE,
contestslecting and van s temasars
i the narional gitinies Buraaky

chanre of winnine maoriny of seats.

re form: government: Such:a party
stem s called esoegdiry srmEm
The United States of Americs and

of O paITSVIEmY

I several parties compere for,
power; and more than reo parties:
have 2 ressonable charits of coming:

or in alhance with prthess wecallu
amultipacy system. Thus inndis,
we havs 11:|:|1.|11ip';’ri::;* =stem Inthis
satem, the sovernment s fonmsl by

varmis parties coming zetherma:
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coalitipn. When several partiss m 2
mﬂl{-pmﬁ'm_,ﬂ&tn]mn.’:mﬂsﬁ:rﬂ
purpsse of contesting eleetions and
mmagp:mer itiscallsd znalliznce
ot a front For n:mulf in fndis
there were three such majpr alliances
e F4 parkismentarvelecimns—the
National Demiserarie Allisnea the
Unit=d Progresive Alliance and the
Lefs Front The multipsrsy sy3=m
often 2pgears veryr messt and llrlic
wa political instabnlin. Ar the
ome, the sviem allews = Tm’iEF,
of interers and opinions o Enioy
palitica] rearesntarnn

So, =hich of thess is betrar?
ommon, quesi & that this & not

2VELY gmdﬁuemnﬂ. Parrysysem:

5ol SmieE ﬂf"’m"flﬂ
chﬂm: Ite*-ulue;mw £lore time,

> g the nanws of sweies;,
fie scarial' et ng::md:hmmm
hiwory ot polues 2nd 15 ymem ol
ekcmiiﬁnmmthec}mged

seryguickh - Exchcolnes develops 2

Mnﬂmﬂhnn:mﬂﬂmfihx i
special circunstances. For example
Idlis has evolved 2 oty sustem,
if &5 becase the socsd and geographical
diversity in such @ large oty is
e &mt;, absorbed by =0 or =ven
thees partim No sysm i ideal for all
conmniries and all situations.

I wonder how
pofiticians
manage thess
coaliions. [ can't
even remember
the names of all
the parties.

-
iy L=t us apply what we have learmt about party systems to the various

states within Indiz. Here are three major types of party systems that
exist at the State level. Can you find the names of at jeast two States for

each of these types?
¢ Tweo-party systam

& Multiparty system with bwo alliances

=  Multiparty systém
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It is often ssid that political parties are facing a
_ . crisis becalise they are very unpopular and the
F\ﬂl]ﬁﬂal Pa rh;:_q citizens are ndifferent to political parties. The
avallable evidence shows that this belief is only
partly true for Indla. The evidence, bazed on 3 series of large
sample surveys conducied over several decades, shows that:

& Political parties do not enjoy much trust among the people in
South Asia. The proportion of those who say thelr trust in palltical
parties I ‘not much’ or ‘not at all’ is more than these who have
‘spme’ or "great’ trust,,

& The same is true of most other democracies as well. Political
parties are anz of the least trusted Institutions all over the world.

& Yetthe level of participation in the activities of political pamles
was fairly high. The proportion of those whe sald they were
member= of same political party was higher In India than many
advanced countries like Canada, Japan, Epain and South Korea.

© Over the last thres decades, I;I‘*emm&dtwfmnse who
report to be members of
political parties in Inlﬁia = [Oespile fluctuations,

aane up steadily. W m"m"‘”““

» The proportion qé ﬂ'HﬁE
whe say they feel ‘close to |
a political party’ has also
gone up in India n this

period,
ot feta
Grnat name
Nl muach nase
Dot know

B DAL Tre= S5 o Dt B SOUM IS, Do Clillig Uiswely Pes 30T
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C mn:;:'fng tie Numbers

D= the carteon refec! ihe dels praphics shown o the

BIEVOLE oEgET

National pa;
1

Dremneracies thar follow-a tedssal
F=iein all azer theworld terd 10
have rwo kinds of political parties;
parties thar are presar inoslyoneof
the federal unirs ard partes ther 20
present o several or all yois of the

federsnion. This & the cass 1 India

aswell There sre some counteymads
parties. which aee eclled ‘natinnal
prarties . Thesa prarties have their
units in various stares. But b ang
larse_ all these units follow the seme
policies. programnes and sraepy
thaor 15 decided at the nacipnal level.

Fvery party in the couniry
has to regitar with the Flecrion
sreats all parties Eq‘ml]j_'_ it oifers
SOrmE ﬁp:erj;l tarilities o Eargt and

estzblished PArLIEs: Thess paries:

SR BIVETL & m‘ﬂqa& rg.mhu]_— nn}}'
the official candidarss of thar parTy
can use thit eléction mmbol Partiss
thar géiﬁﬁi?':nﬂzge 2l sorne oifer

cial faeilitss we ‘recogriised’ by
tha Election Conrnission for this
are czlled, ‘recosnited polizica]
parnes’. The Fisction Commission
et laid down derailed eriteria of
the Eaﬁf;nﬂimn of voms and 3eac
that-a party must pet order o
be:z recogninad parny. A parry thae
secitres at ledst six pEr cent ot the
mta]l vores in 2n election m the
Lapsciatne Assmbly of 3 Sras and
wins & leat w0 seuts i recognised
= a5t PRy Agun';_hﬂ;m:rn
ar least six per cont of the moral vores
ir 1 ol Sahhs elecrions or Assemblbr
electinns 1 four Scarer andi =ins ar
laznt fomar eegrs in the [ ol Sabha &
recosnised & & nationa parts

.i.s:m:ﬁin_g 1o this classifiegnipn,
there are-siz recogmzed national
parti=s in the CounIry ‘as per
notiticatioa of the Elecrion

Contniszionof India issued n 2023

For more deraik
abour TEFISTIANHDE

and recopgnition af
Pcih!i:a] Dartiss br-the
Election Commission
ol Tadia, vt hiige/

eCLETV AN
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Aam Asdmi Party
(AAP): Formsad en
28 Novambes 2512
tellowine the 2011
sntEcorruption movemen:. The
party s founded on che ided of
zcountabiliny, clsan adminirerarion,
transparency and gﬂ-ﬂd gonvernance.
In the year atter its foematon, AAP
emerged a8 the second largest party
electinn It formed 2 povernmens
with the suppors of Indisn Naoomal
Conpress (INC). It also smerged
& the third fronc in the oolities of
Ganaras afrer 2002 Gjarar Leglame

Assembly :!ett,mn Presenths, AAP
tormed ‘in Pusijsh dngd
Delhi In thel ok Silihaslestion bald
in 218, i e=cured ore seatun the T ole
Szbha

ad

-_

i Bahujan Samaj
Y Party (BSP):
Formed in 1984

ander the lesdership of Kanshi

powes for the bahujin samaj whick
iclides the delin, sdtuair OBCs
and 'ﬂl’.ig.iﬂ'ﬂ! mungrites. Dirass
UHPIEEHEE from-the ideas and
earhings of Sabe Mehargj Mzham
Phile Per-ar Ramervami Naicker
and Bihgsaheh Ambedliar Srandsfor
the:catses of seonrins the ingerestsund
wethars of the dalitr and oporessed
peogle. It bos i mam base s 1he
staveof Lirrar Pradesh and subsraneisf
presesice m mig]:hnwglg sxarss lilce
Madhva Pragesh, Chhatvitgarh,
Uttarshhend Delhi and Punjab.
Formed government in Urzar

Pradesh saveral i by eabine

tha :qrpnn af differen: parties 2t

different times, In the f.r:ﬂi: Sahha
elecrions held in 1018, 1 polled abous

b 4

3.63 per pent votes and-secared. 10
seats inthe Lok Sabha

Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP): Feneded in 1980
by reviving the ersrwvhile
Bharativa jana Sangh,
formed by SyamaPrasad
Multheries in 1951 Wians o build a

-snmgixﬂﬂ:ﬂder'd:dmhj drgwing

irspiration from Indis’s ancient
culrare and valies; 2nd Desadaval
Upadhyaya's ides of ng'ﬂ
hutunien and Anrodava. Gulra]
satinmalism for Hindurda') i an
m{:ﬂ:ﬂ&kmem_mﬂwm
of Indian natnnhoad and palities:
Wanss full serrooral wnd political
inizpration ot Jammn and Kachenir
with Iemdiz 3 tnform eivil code
for 2l geople lning in che country
irrespective of rélgiﬂn. zrid ban en

religingg comversions. It suppor
base’ mr;m:i substantially in the
1985 Earlier linused mrth and
west and o whas ares, the party
5 THPPOLT the sourh.

sast, the rinrtheass snd to rozalaeas:
Camett power in 19983 the leader
af the Nationz! Demoerisie Allizres
(NDA) inchuding several sesional
parties. Emerped o the largest pary
with 3 members m the 231910k
Sabha elecrions: ':wﬁﬂﬂ:; ieads
the ru!.ing NDA BOVErAMENT: &1

=i Centre,
i

6& (CPI-M): Toundsd

_ in 1964, Belizves
2 Marsism L eninism. Supparts
socialism, secularizm zad
and eommusalism. Accepts
dtm.aci:itil: eier_-:j,u'm 8 & meful
ﬁm&:ﬂﬂﬂww-mm
Irddia Enjrys strong supportin Was

Communist Parey
af India - Marxist
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Bengal, Keralzand Tripues, E‘f‘;_:rz.iﬂ'j-'
;amnn_; thr DT, fit‘tﬂ"‘" workers,
tarmiars, aguculrural isbourers and
the mn':ﬂtgﬂ:l.tm_ Crirical of the p=v
sromic poliias that sl frée dow
of rcu:tlgncagﬂﬂu‘d goods into the
country, Was in power in West Benzal
without 2 break for 34 veaey Inthe T30
Lok Ssbhaelecnons. ot monsbhour 1073
per cent of vowms and 3 seats.
Indian National Congress
(INC): Papulachy known
gz the Congress Pariss Gﬂ:
of the cldest parge: of
'm;m’i_i quﬁ:dm 1383 Eﬂd
bhas =xperienced many splics. Played
# dominsnt-role in Inden: politics 5t
the national and szate leve] Tor several
decises ifwer Indiz’s Indepeadence.
Under the leaderchip of Jawaharlal
Neheu, the party soughe w bulld 3
mwxlern saculir demneranic s=public
]ﬂim_ﬂn]mgpm‘t* at thecentre till 1977
ared thenfram 1980w 1589, Afrer 1989,
mzsupport declined, bur & conpimees
to He: pres2at :}erjgiﬁ_ﬂ ine coumry,
cutting afrose sotial divisiors. Aceritrist
party [neithsr righrist nof ftist) in
State parties
Oiher than these I=Ven parties, Fais o)
af the majpe partiss of the counry ars
elassified by the Elertinn Commission
a5 State parties”. These are cammaonhy:
e‘:::rtd TG a3 mgmrjl partizs. ‘Iﬂ-
ﬂ:tir I&Eﬂiﬂg‘ st outloek Some ﬂf
these parties ave all Indis parries thar
happen 1o have succeeded only in
toime states. Pareiss like the:Samatovad
Parry ard Rasheviva Janaa Dal hoe
national level political organizarion
with units = several states. Some of
these parnies like Biju Jansra Dal, Sikkien
Democratic Fronr, Mizo Natonal
Front and ']?e_imgxulajhﬂarﬁamiﬂﬁ

15 ideniogical erenmtion, the pary
espmses secularizm and walfare of
bust wath 2 human face. Leader of the
Unried Propressnve Allianes (CRA)
severament from 2004 © 2019 Inthe
G191 ol Sahbysleetinn jrwon 19.5%
wvores and 32 seats.

National People’s Party
[NPP): Formed inJub-2013
under the leadershipai P.A
Eaﬂgm.a. NPP b the first
pelitical party from Nerth
Easr Indiz o hove attamed
the stasus of 4 national pirty. It
bl indiversicrof the counrry and
recognizes thar different repiom hove
dufh!tﬂn’ da'relﬂgmeﬂt:i EH.EH&:&EE'I
The cose pﬁﬂnﬁap-}n ot the: L B
Etlu.;.:annn arsd en-q:lln}m wall &
w=ll &g emnommrmens of dll sectinrs of
the sopiery. I foznied sovernment in
Megnalavasmibes in manvof
Nurth Eastein Stass. Inthe Lol Sabhis
=arin the ] ok Sshhs '

Cher the l'ut slires dﬁﬁdﬁ. the
E:P-,mﬂed, T'nﬂ made the Parlismens
of Incia ?:tlﬂ‘.m:l]h nore angd moce
diverse. No one national parrv 5:zble
10 secure On fh OWT A majoriyin the
Lok Sabha vnril 2014 Az 3 recult, the
aaticnal parties are compelled w forim
allianees svith State parties. Singe 1996,
nEarfy ey oneof the Stae parties hae
g0t an oppostunity m be 2 partof one
or the other narinnal level eqalitinn
governmens. Thie hos contributed o
the swrenpthening of federalisan and
democraey in cur countsy. (See the
Mo on the sext p:zg:fmde:m]a af
these parties).
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Challenges to political parties

W lizve seen how crucial piolitical
parties are for the working of
demncrary Since parties are the
msrvistble fare of democrecy, it 5
nararal thar people blame parnes for

whatever isnvongwith the=orking

wath tha faihwe of political parties.

10 periorm their funcrions weil,
This & the a8 In put countrr- oo,

hss focuss=d on four problem sea
Berluscons Puppest Theatre

i Rt HarEsan . S Dogelikeohed, Cagle Dotoam e

in the working of political parcies.
Polirical partiss need m fare end
overcoms these challenees 10 order
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of demperary.

The first challenps 5 lack of
mternal democracy wathin parties.
Allover thawosld thae i alﬂﬂtﬂ::l
inn gelitical parties wowards the
Conrenty snon o POWET 10 One Of
few- leaders at the 1on. Partiesdo not
keep membership registers, do ooz
nald organsanonal nesaaer. and
do rnt conduct internal elections
ragularly. Ordinery members of
the party do agr pe: sufficiens
the party. Theydo
ant b the means
reeded m infhence
the deeisions. As &
resulr, the leaders
p ATAUME ZreEiet
pow=r 1o males
decirion in the
name of the garTy
Since one or few
leiders -exercise
parimount gowes
in the party, those
whn disagres with

Beritsconl was e Fritrs -
Miniszer of Maly He &:sis0
o o ihe jon bsiesmeh
inlisly Heisthsleatzrof
the Foeg Hisds feempeg in
1953 Hiz comzany oWnis TV
ehanneiE e reshimposdant
pubizhing company, & oot
Bt ity (AT Mian!end s
Danik _Ffs.s CAaRDan Was made
gLring the st sisciions
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Edf&mﬂ: 10 comtinue in the DarTy.
Mare than levaln-m parnrprinciples
arid golivies. personal lovaley to the
lesier bacones mars impartant
Theseeond challence of dynistie
sutcemion is related o the firss
ore. Sice mast polities] parties do
not gractice apen and ansparent
P:mtedufes tor their f‘.il:'ll:‘?.u:ﬂung,
li['nfl't. Arg ‘.-"-'.";If".:_' {E'F-_ t‘i"ﬂ.fr'! fﬂr -EE-['I
ordindcy worker to rise o the mp
iry 2 party’, Thesswho happen m be
advanzage 10 favour people close w
themior even their famil-membars
In miany parties, the top positions
are alwas conteolled hv m=mbers
of one famib- This & unfar 1o other
membess of tha party. Ths is abg
bad for dernneracy, sinee peoplewho
2o oot have adequam expericnes o
popular support coms @ oecupy
positions of powsr. [hs tergency

Scpresent inome measure 2l over

t&mrﬂ,mumﬂxuﬁh&

The rthird challernpe 13 shou:
the prowing role af money and
muscle power in parties, especially
during slecoons. Since parties ae
iocuszed only oo winning elections,
her end 1 use:shemrous w win
elections. Thew end o nonunate
thiose cardidaes wdio haws or can
ompene wio pive fonds o the
parties rend 1o have influence an the
pﬂ]:cies;:m:lﬂeusim:ﬂnfﬂwpaﬂg[n
S‘D‘.I:I:‘tEET-’IEEi Fﬂtﬁs@gmtﬂimjﬂ'ﬁh

aﬂ:r-.tr ﬂ:l’."-?lm:H uehmﬂtd.‘lhuu‘l
‘-'}JEJIﬂ'E'ﬂEmg roleai rizh panp'le o
mgl:n*n?ﬂu&c indemoerarc pﬂ.ﬂiﬁ:&

The fpurth challenge is tha
VEry i garies do solstem
affer 3 meaningful choice 1o the
votess, Inorder to ofer nﬂ‘mi.r!gf‘l.ﬂ
chaies, P:ruz:- muit be sipmficantly
different In recent vears, there hﬂ
been =z decline in the igealopical
differences among partes in oot
garts of the =orld. For esanyple,
the differerce bers=en the T shouws
Pargy and the Comervame Party

i .~ oz Britain iz very lirtle. They agree

I o mmore hnﬁmmﬂml aspects bt

ditl:ﬂ'm:lh irdetsilson ko policies
e D be ..raﬂ'ia& and unplenseried.
in our country oo, the diffsrence:
among all the msjor parties on the
econonic: policies have redured.
Thess who want realbs ditterest
palicEs hae no oprion availshis
o them Somsriees penole cannor
sven elecs very ditferent laaders

gi s _ either, hecause the same ser af

leadars kzep s'nj.i"ting trom ane

- party o another.

Tﬁ:s chrican 8 dreiwn guring 'the Preeiderty of George Dish of the
Ea;umnempsw inthe US4 The pary’s symbol i S&ghiant The camean
gesms It migoes! that the Coiporsic Amnes controls = maicr mstitytinns
Of [ze Cooiiny
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You alteady have so much money, Why db yod
wantmmmthnelecﬁm

4 Ml - 2004

Does this
suagest that

in democraces
people contest
glections only o
make money?
But tsn't it
trus that thers
are poliboans
commilted to
the well-being
of the people?

Can you identify which of the challenges described in this section are being

highlighted in these:cartoons (enpages 57 to 52)7 ‘What are the ways to
curb the misuse of money and muscle power in politics?

How can parties be reformed?

In order to face these challenges,

The question 5: Arepolitical parties.

‘E'[-ﬂiﬂ'lg ED!’-E}‘MII;'E!:‘IEFM‘IH'!M%

what hiss presvearsd thém fram.
reforming =g a0 It they are not

vaﬂj.ﬂg i ElﬁssthE 1 torce them
to retorm? Citzens all over the
world fatethis guestion This is aot
2 simple guestion 1o aswer. [na
democracy, the inal decision s made
by leaders who represent polirical
parties, People cun replace them,
bir onby by another set of pary

leaders T dllof themdo act=izh @
m change?

Le: vz look z: some of the
recent affnres and supeestines in our
cauntry 1o reform political partes
2o irs l=adess:
®  The Comntinyinn wa smended
W prevent elocted ML-As znd MPs
were indulping in BIFSCTEN inardser
o Decome punicters ar for calh
rewargs, Now the lowsars thae d

@III ry

Defection: Changing
provy allegiance from
the garcr anwhichia
person zo1 elecesd [

s lagislaive bah i 1o
i:i.lf:i:ﬂ!ﬂ{ PE‘II:,'
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§ ELECTORAL DASCIPLINE
=. I3 NOT OUR CUP OF TEA,."

S0 you agree tha! iz Torm of rEfarming costcal partes wil be

SCeEpishE lo them=

ke or she will lose the seat injthe
legislamure. This new lawr has helped
bring defection dovwrr At the same
e difficnly MP/asd M 4s have

decele.

® T Supreme Court plassd =
oreder to reduce the inthieace of
moner and criminals. DNow, if %
miandstneyforeleny candidate
giving details of his progerry and
The oewr sstem s mude alotof
information svaitable to the sublie.
Burthere tnonmtemochek g the
o Asyeivwedonotkeow i it
has led sodecline 10 the infuence of
the rich i the eriminials.

® The Elecnion Commission
Pm&d an ordes ::mki.n.git sereisary
for politicdl partiss to hold cheir
income 3% retures. The pargees have
started doine so but sometimes it

15 rrE ﬁ]rmﬂ,i::;y. It 5 nprclear o
r.‘r:i.s:iﬂ-j] nas Jad m prEater inErnal
Besades these, muame susgestions
are oftea made 10 reform political
parties: '
& A lswshonld bemags o Egrulatz
thednervial fisireof polirical parties.
It should be made eomaulsory
ot 15 members: o follow 1z oem
comstngion o haeint
authority, o &rs @ judpe ines= of
to the higt=it posts.
¢ Jishould bemademandamin- for
polinral parties to/give & minirem
1o women candidares. Simularhs,
where shonld beia pEsta tor womsn
& Thereshould bestae tondine of
elentinn:. The governaent should
37VE parties money @ supporn thes
elegcion expences. Thur suppart
telephore éic. Oriteculd be pivenin
eash on the hisie of the vores scured
by ke pasvv s the st eleciion
These suzpestions have nor et
besa accepred by political partes, |
and when these are accepied these
couid lead o some mprovenent.
Biuse wwe must be were earsful dhow
gl solusions  polisieal problems
Oher-répularion of politeal gartis
can be counter-productnee. This
wouls torce all pacriss mo find o
0 cheat the-looe Besides, polinesl
parties wall nos agree w pas 2 low
Thera zre-t=o othér =avs
in whirh aolitics] garties can be
reformed, One, people can pur

=Qacs



bedans throuph petirions: guhlicire

andd agitations. Ordinars eitizens,
pressure groups and movermens and
1he rerdia can plst an imporam role
m this, B Fu:LlEi! parues feel thar

thesr mﬁi&mpu;ﬁh-:mppmh-

not raking up seforas, they would
bm]m:mxﬁmmmm

Two. goliricsl gastiss can imarone

thaze who wmanr this, join palaesl
partiss. The guality of democracy
dépends on the degres of public
participarion J¢ s diffeuli o reform
polisie  ardinury citizes do ot
takie pare i 1 and simphr eriticie
it from: tl':uﬂuﬁ‘e The problemaof
Tad r:mmemhzdhr-mum
and betrer politics. We ehall reruen
o thig therne iy the fnal rhanter.

1. State the varieus functions political parties perform in a demecracy.
2. What are the various challehoes faced by political parties?
3. Suggestsoms reforms te strengthen parties so that they perform

thelr functions well?
4, What s a political party?

5. What are the daraderisiics of a political party?
&, Agroup of people who come toaether to cortest elections and hald

gower in the government Is calied 3

7. Match Ust I (organisations and struggles) with bist I and sﬂtect the
corract answer using the codes given below the lists:

List I List 11
1. | Congress Party A, National Bemocratic Alliance
2. | Bharatiya Janatzs Farty B. State party
3. | Comnmunist Party of India (Marxist} | C. United Progressive Alliance
4, | Telugu Desam Party DL Lefi Front

8. Whu ameng the following is the founder of the Bahujan Sama]

Farty?
A. Kanshl Ram
8, Sahu Ftaharai
€. 6.2 Ambedkar
D. Jotiba Phule

9, What is the guiding phllosophy of the Bharatiya Jariata Party?

A, Bahulan Samaj

B. Revolutionary democracy
C. Integral humanism

D- Modemity




10, Consider the following statements an parties.
A. ‘Pulitical parties do hot enjoy much trustamong the people.
. Parties are often rocked by scandals invelving top party leaders.
C. Parties are not necessary 10 run govermments.
Which of the statements given above are corrsct?
| @A andc (Bjaanda (gBandC (djsandc

11, Read the following passage and answer the questions given
bealow:
Muhgmmad Yunus is 3 famous economist of Bangladesh.
Fa recelved several intermational hanours for his effarts to
promate eéconomic and social developmentfor the beneSt of
the pocr. He and the Grameen Sank thar he started ;umm-:
received the Nobel Peacs Prize for the yaarzﬂﬂﬁ In Eﬂruarr
2007, he decheed to launch a political party and cantest in the
aarltamentary electiens, His objechive was @ fesier proper
leadership, gooc covernance and build & newBanglaoesh.
Ha folt that only 3 political party different from the traditional
opes would kring about- new political culture. Hig party would
be demecratic from the grassrogts ﬁEve!

The launchihg of the new barty, called Napstik Shakti
[Citizens" Poiver), has caused 3 st among the Banciadeshis.
While many welcomed his decision, some did not like It. “Now
I ehink: Enﬁf‘aﬁeﬁh will have: 3 chance to choose between
aoed gndBad ang evmmaﬂ;.- have 2 good government,” sald
Shahedul Islem, a.governmeant offical, “That aovernment, we
hope, would not anly keap #self away from cormuption but also
make fighting corruption and blisck money s too priprity.”

But leaters of tradltionz! poiftical parties who dominated
the i.‘mmﬂ'!r' s poiitics for decades were apprehensive, “Therz
was no debate (over him} winning the Nabel, Bul politics 5
different — very challenging and often controversial, * said
2 semior lsader of the Sangizdesh Nationzlist Party. Soma
‘others wera highly critical, They asked why he was rushing
it politics. "Fs ke being planted in palitics by mentors from
gutsige the country, ~ askad cng politest observar,

Do you think Yunus made a right decision to float a new political
party?

Do you agree with the statements and fears expressad by various
people? How do you want this new party erganised toc make it
differant from othsr parties? If you wera the one to begin this:
palitical party, how would you defend it?




